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Our Mission
To bring the best end-of-life experience to
our communities by delivering unwavering
strength, compassion and support.

Unity is a caring nonprofit partnership of Bellin Health,
HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital Medical Center and HSHS St. Vincent Hospital.

ABOUT US

Founded in 1977 as the first
hospice care program in
Wisconsin and the
third in the nation.

The only locally owned and
operated nonprofit 501(c)(3)
hospice in the region.

Supporting more than 8,200 grieving children and
adults each year with individual and group counseling.

Region’s first palliative
care program in 2002.

Region’s first inpatient hospice
facility in 2007.

The sole provider of inpatient hospice at seven area hospitals, including:
Bellin Health Green Bay | Bellin Health Oconto Hospital | HSHS St. Clare Hospital
HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital Medical Center | HSHS St. Vincent Hospital
Aurora Medical Center - Bay Area | Door County Medical Center

Serving the community with more than 235
employees, including physicians, nurse
practitioners, nurses, certified nursing
assistants, social workers, chaplains, grief
counselors and administrative support staff.

Supported by more than 350 specially trained
volunteers who contribute greater than 26,000 hours
annually by providing patient companionship and
support as well as assistance with office projects,
special events, fundraising, and the daily operations
of the Unity Resale Shoppe.

OVERVIEW

Unity is a nonprofit provider of
hospice care, palliative care and
grief support across 13 counties
throughout Northeast Wisconsin.
Annually, we conduct more than
90,000 patient visits to deliver
hospice and palliative care, and
spend more than 1,000 hours
facilitating grief support groups.
A continuation of Bellin Hospice,
Wisconsin’s first hospice program
and the nation’s third, founded
in 1977, Unity is a partnership
of Bellin Health, HSHS St. Mary’s
Hospital Medical Center and
HSHS St. Vincent Hospital. A true
pioneer in caring for those coping
with advanced illness and end of
life, Unity continues to lead the
industry launching the state’s
first palliative care program in
2002 and the area’s first hospice
residence in 2007.
As the only locally owned and
operated nonprofit hospice
agency in the region, Unity is the
sole provider of inpatient hospice
at seven area hospitals including
Bellin Health, HSHS St. Mary’s
Hospital Medical Center and
HSHS St. Vincent Hospital. Unity’s
partnerships with area skillednursing facilities, assisted-living
facilities and pharmacies ensure
seamless care in all settings.

2366 Oak Ridge Circle
De Pere, WI 54115
(800) 990-9249
www.unityhospice.org

Unity provides comfort, dignity and hope to
residents throughout Northeast Wisconsin.
Hospice Care. Helping
patients live to their fullest with
dignity and grace throughout
their remaining months. Unity
works directly with community
physicians to develop care plans
that fulfill end-of-life goals. Care
is delivered anywhere patients
call home.
Jack & Engrid Meng Hospice
Residence. Situated on 34 acres
in De Pere, Wisconsin, this homeaway-from-home offers aroundthe-clock, RN-skilled care and
support in private rooms.
Care Choices. A unique in-home
model supporting patients during
life-prolonging treatment with
hope for the best outcomes.
Treatment Plus. A palliative
care program for patients
residing in a private home or
assisted-living facility who are
battling advanced illness with a
life expectancy of less than two
years.

Respecting Valor
Veteran-Centered Care.
A proud partner of the We Honor
Veterans program, providing
specialized medical, emotional
and spiritual support for the
heroes among us.
Grief Support. Offering
complimentary one-on-one and
group counseling for all members
of the community. Special support
groups for families with children
and teens, along with grief
consultation and support for
businesses and schools.
Community Education.
Free education on a variety of
end-of-life topics presented by
experienced physicians, nurse
practitioners, nurses, social
workers, grief counselors and
administrative staff.
Unity Resale Shoppe, LLC.
A shoppe staffed by volunteers
that resells donated items to raise
funds for Unity Hospice, ensuring
end-of-life care is available
to everyone within Northeast
Wisconsin, regardless of financial
means.
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2019 ANNUAL IMPACT
IMPACT
• Delivering hospice care, palliative care and grief support throughout 13 counties in Northeast Wisconsin.
• More than 90,000 face-to-face patient care visits.
• 331 veteran patients served.

HOSPICE CARE QUICK FACTS
1,991	  Number of our family, friends and neighbors who received hospice care.
331	  Number of veterans who received hospice care.
9 	  Average age of pediatric patients who received hospice care.
88,221 	  Number of visits made to hospice patients by a member of Unity’s care team.
83% 	  Percentage of patients who lived their final days outside of a hospital setting.

GRIEF SUPPORT QUICK FACTS
8,222

 Number of individuals who benefited from Unity’s grief support services.

1,130	  Number of hours grief counselors spent facilitating support groups.

VOLUNTEER SERVICE QUICK FACTS
359
26,496

 Number of volunteers.
Hours shared.

$611,944 Value of service.
56	  Number of patients served by Unity’s Veteran-to-Veteran Companion Program.
1,054

 N
 umber of memorial bears and pillows handcrafted from the cherished garments of
loved ones to serve as a lasting keepsake.

300

 Number of patriotic lap blankets knitted for veteran patients.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION QUICK FACTS
84

Number of free, Unity-hosted educational events covering a variety of end-of-life topics.

16

Number of local providers who attended Unity’s Palliative Journal Club series.
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RESPECTING VALOR

With Unity, veterans facing advanced illness and the end of life receive specialized care and support to
address their unique set of medical, emotional and spiritual needs.

Customized Care Plans. Goals of care are based on the branch and era of military service, servicerelated illnesses/conditions and past experiences.
Specially Trained Psychosocial Staff. Staff are trained to assist with unresolved issues associated with
the stresses of military service, PTSD, depression and suicidal thoughts.
Grief Support. Unity’s grief counselors support veterans’ loved ones through one-on-one support, grief
groups and memorial services with special veteran honor and recognition.
Veteran Resources. Unity’s collaboration with area Veterans of Foreign Wars posts, American Legion
posts and Veteran Administration agencies connects families with the resources needed for veteran
benefits, honor flight applications, military honor funerals, burial assistance and more.
Jack & Engrid Meng Hospice Residence. Special veteran recognition at the Meng Hospice Residence
includes the Veteran Walk of Honor and Veteran Memorial Candle Lighting.
Veteran-to-Veteran Companion Program. Specially trained veteran volunteers are partnered with
Unity patients of similar background. The camaraderie created between the veterans has proven supportive
for all involved, bringing great peace and closure.
Sgt. David L. Rasmussen Fund. Established in honor of David’s service in the U.S. Army, the fund
supports veterans who are receiving care from Unity and are in need of financial assistance to cover the
costs of basic needs.

Unity is proud to be a partner in the We
Honor Veterans program, a collaboration
of the National Hospice and Palliative
Care Organization and the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) to help improve the
care veterans receive from hospice and
palliative care providers.
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FINANCIAL GIFTS SUSTAIN UNITY’S PROGRAMS
Unity is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) health care agency that serves the entire community. We care for all,
regardless of financial means. This includes people who don’t have health insurance, who are too young
for Medicare and those who have spent their savings on expensive medical treatment. Unity is focused on
helping patients have the best day possible – each and every day.

Gifts can be in the form of:
• Memorial/Honorarium Gifts
• Garden Memorial/Honorarium Gifts
• Grants and Corporate Contributions
• General Contributions
• Participation in and sponsorship of Unity
events such as the Golf Classic and Honor
a Life Tree Lighting

Gifts can be directed to:
• Wherever Needed Most (No Restrictions)
• General Patient Care
• Grief Support
• Support of the Jack and Engrid Meng Hospice
Residence
• The Sgt. David L. Rasmussen Fund in support
of Veterans
• Memorial Bricks and Garden Elements
• Unity’s Endowment Fund for Sustainability

How Are Gifts Used?
Gifts to Unity fund programs and services that directly support our patients and their families. Financial
gifts to Unity help provide:
• CommUnity Care—A financial assistance program that ensures everyone, regardless of financial means,
has access to Unity’s palliative care, hospice care and grief support programs.
• Jack & Engrid Meng Residence Room and Board—Funding for routine care.
• Doorstep Meds—Medications delivered directly to the patient.
• Respecting Valor—Our specially trained staff honor those who have served by meeting the unique needs
of veterans and their families.
• Compassionate Touch®—Our Certified Nursing Assistants offer intentional, skilled touch to reduce pain,
anxiety and depression.
• Grief Programs—Our experienced grief counselors offer support for family and friends of Unity patients,
as well as members of the community, with a special focus on children.

Unity Resale Shoppe, LLC
Unity Resale Shoppe, LLC, provides a meaningful and inviting place for the community to donate or
purchase cherished household goods and clothing. Sales of items help fund CommUnity Care, a financialassistance program that helps ensure everyone facing the challenges of life-limiting illness, death and
grief has access to the specialized care and support needed. The shoppe is managed by one full-time staff
member and supported by more than 45 volunteers.
Unity Resale Shoppe, LLC
1641 Commanche Ave., Green Bay, WI
920-339-5501

Store and Donation Hours
May vary during holiday season.
Tuesday-Thursday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

STORY IDEAS
• Common myths associated with hospice.
“Hospice is only for those close to death.” “Hospice is a place that patients have to go to.” “Hospice means
giving up.” We’ve all heard these myths and many others. Discover the facts behind today’s end-of-life care,
and how understanding hospice care’s multifaceted services can positively affect the quality of living for
patients and their families.
• How to create your own advance directive for medical care.
It’s the topic no one likes to discuss—what kind of healthcare we want at the end of our lives. Yet, putting
your wishes down on paper can be a gift to your loved ones. These 8 steps can help you along.
• The signs of caregiver burnout.
Providing care for a loved one can be a challenging and overwhelming task. Here are some sure signs it’s
time to seek out support.
• Addressing grief in the workplace.
Work and life intersect, never more so when employees experience a death. In 2017, the Grief Recovery
Institute estimated the work productivity loss resulting from grief is $100 billion annually. Whether a
death is experienced in an employee’s personal life or within the workplace, these guidelines can help
human resources and leadership support grieving employees in authentic and healing ways.
• November is National Hospice Care Month.
The annual observance is designed to raise awareness about the quality care that helps patients and
family caregivers live as fully as possible.
• Veteran-to-Veteran Companion Program.
One out of every four dying Americans is a veteran. Unity’s Veteran-to-Veteran Companion Program
partners veteran volunteers with Unity patients who have served in the military. The camaraderie created
between veterans has proven to be supportive for all involved, bringing great peace and closure to many.
• When death impacts a child—how to support grieving children, families and schools.
Statistics tell us that one in 20 children will experience the death of a parent or sibling by age 18. When
it happens, most are at a loss as to what to say or how to help. Unity walks with parents, friends, school
administrators and counselors to help them understand how to support grieving children.
• Grief and the holidays.
There may be tinsel and good cheer, but for many, the holidays after experiencing a death marks a time of
sadness and confusion. Unity provides gentle insights into navigating the holidays after a death.
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INTERVIEWS
There are many compelling testimonials about the Unity experience. Below are but a few. Patients,
families, volunteers and donors can be made available for interviews upon request.

HOSPICE STORIES
• Story of Jack Parsons
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TtPyCCZJ8tI

• Story of Jim Charneski
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MikndWWCyM

• Story of Stanley Kaczmarek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NK42v9SWKCM

PALLIATIVE STORY
• Story of Janey Renier
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILTTxs-4BlM

GRIEF SUPPORT STORY
• Story of Nancy Buhr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nj_WMA4ZRSE

DONOR STORIES
• Story of Jerry Parins
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGVxREFEMYk

• Story of Nancy Hanna
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P857upfJIFU

VOLUNTEER STORY
• Vet to Vet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4B9h6htbTU

UNITY HOSPICE BIOS
ALISA GERKE, MS, Executive Director
As Unity’s Executive Director, Alisa Gerke provides leadership and
strategic direction for the organization, including oversight of Unity’s
hospice, palliative and grief support programs. Alisa joined Unity Hospice
in June 2012 and has more than 25 years of leadership experience in
the healthcare continuum, having received her bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from UW Milwaukee. Her leadership philosophy focuses on
empowerment of all team members in their everyday work and process
solutions. In addition to working closely with members of Unity’s
Executive Committee, Community Development Council and Senior
Leadership Team to achieve organizational goals and meet community
needs, Alisa represents Unity as a founding member of the Wisconsin
Hospice and Palliative Collaborative, a group of nonprofit hospices
engaged in collaboration and innovation to ensure exceptional care for
patients and families struggling with the challenges associated with
aging, death and loss.

DAVID SCHRIER, MD, Medical Director
In his role as Medical Director, David Schrier, MD, oversees Unity’s medical
staff and ensures ongoing compliance for hospice medical regulations
and medical care for patients. Dr. Schrier received his bachelor’s degree
from DePauw University in Indiana and earned his medical degree from
the University of Colorado. He is board certified in medical oncology
and also possesses extensive knowledge in hospice. His vast experience
extends into non-medical aspects of patient care including staffing,
scheduling, marketing, education and community involvement as a result
of establishing a private practice and founding Ray of Hope Foundation, a
cancer support charity.

JENNY BOECKMAN, MSE, LPC, Grief Counselor
For the past 13 years, Jenny has been a Unity Grief Counselor passionate
about supporting children, adults and families as they navigate their
way through grief. Jenny’s grief expertise extends to partnering with and
educating professionals in schools, workplaces and various community
agencies. As a Licensed Professional Counselor, Jenny obtained her
bachelor’s degree from St. Norbert College and her master’s degree in
education from UW Oshkosh.
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